
LIFE ON THE BAYLIFE ON THE BAY
A  S T E W A R D S H I P  G U I D E  F O R

E A S T E R N  G E O R G I A N  B A Y
A N D  I N L A N D  L A K E S



● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Waste Reduction: How Do You Rate? 

Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

WASTE REDUCTION 

1. Purchases Instead of buying new items Purchase or use only what Purchase more than is Purchase more than is • are frequently borrowed, you need and avoid necessary. necessary. 
rented , or shared. accumulating unused 

products. Recycle as much as possible, Throw unwanted items into 
Purchase used items. including donating items. your regular household 

garage. 

Preference given to items Preference given to items Disposable or single-serving Frequently purchase • that are durable, reusable, that are durable, reusable, items are purchased even disposable, or single-serving 
and/or recyclable and can be and/or recyclable and can be when alternatives are items (e.g. plastic straws and 
recycled locally. recycled locally. available. cutlery, coffee cups). 

Take-out or disposable Minimal effort made to No effort to recycle or reuse. 
containers are seldom used. recycle or reuse. 

Frequently choose items that Choose items that have Choose items with packaging No consideration given to • have no packaging. minimal packaging. that is recyclable in your product packaging. 
municipality. 

Exclusively use reusable tote Always re-use carry-out Plastic carry-out bags are • bags. grocery bags or tote bags. accepted and then discarded. 

2. Products Choose products made from Never consider it products • recycled, reclaimed, or are made from recycled, 
environmentally friendly reclaimed, or environmentally 
materials as often as able to. friendly materials. 

Effort is given to repair items Broken or damaged items are • and appliances to increase thrown into regular household 
their longevity whenever garbage immediately. 
possible. 
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Best 4 Good 3 Fair2 Poor 1 Your 
Topic Rating 

WASTE DIVERSION 

3. Re-using and recycling Reduce the number of items Reuse as many items as Recycle as many items as Little or no attempt is made • you use. possible. possible. to reduce the volume of items 
in the garbage. 

Both sides of a sheet of Both sides of a sheet of Most paper is recycled and Paper is not recycled. • paper are used, and all paper paper are used, or all paper all paper purchased contains 
is recycled . is recycled . some recycled content. 

Check with your municipality Most recyclable items are Little or no attempt made to • to learn what items are recycled . participate in local recycling 
recyclable and how they programs. 
should be prepared tor 
recycling . Comply with *Waste is burned I a burn 
recycling practices in your barrel is used. 
community. 

4. Hazardous materials All hazardous materials are *Hazardous wastes are put • disposed of properly (e.g. into regular garbage. 
paint, light bulbs, batteries). 

5. Organic waste Food scraps are properly Food scraps are composted Food scraps are thrown in • composted regularly, on-site. occasionally. regular household garbage. 

Home compost is in a proper A home compost exists in a A home compost exists but is No home compost. • site (sunny, well drained) and proper site but isn 't well in a poor site and is 
well looked after (stirred looked after. neglected. 
weekly, adequate moisture). 

Yard waste (fallen leaves, Yard waste (fallen leaves, Yard waste (fallen leaves, • grass clippings, etc.) are left grass clippings, etc.) are grass clippings, etc.) are 
in place to compost naturally composted at home. deposited in the garbage or 
as much as possible. landfill. 

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws. 

98 



 

● 

● 

● 

● 

● 

http://www.georgianbayforever.org/
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http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/Oca-bc.nsf/eng/ca02523.html
http://www.openburning.org/
http://www.gbbr.ca/gardens
http://www.compost.org/
http://www.zerowastecanada.ca/


• 
Action Plan Worksheet #8 

Waste Reduction 
Any ratings of 1 or 2 indicate areas where your management of household waste needs some changes to reduce the potential for environmental damage. Use 
the information from the worksheet and the resource list to help analyze your potential problems and decide what you can do to solve or control them. 
Remember, this is YOUR action plan. It must suit you and your property. 

Topic Number Workshop Theme My Rating Short-term Action Long-term Action 

1-a Purchases 2 Research which items are recycled locally. Reduce waste produced by your household. 
Purchase reusable travel mugs, shopping Make informed decisions when purchasing 
bags, water bottle, etc. packaged items and ensure materials are 

recycled. 
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The Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere (GBB) is a 

community-based organization that builds capacity for 
regional sustainability in eastern Georgian Bay.  

 
The GBB is a non-profit registered Canadian charity 

governed by a Board of Directors. 
 
 

For more information, please visit: 

gbbr.ca 
 

 
 

info@gbbr.ca 
705-774-0978 
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