
  Birds of the 
Biosphere 

Birds come in a variety of shapes, sizes, and colors. Each species is adapted to fit into its 

special place in the environment but they all have some things in common. They all grow 

feathers, making them different from any other type of animal. Birds have several different 

kinds of feathers. The stiff contour feathers cover the wings and body, they are very strong 

but are lightweight. Soft, fluffy down feathers  insulate a bird and keep it warm. In addition 

to helping the birds fly, feathers protect a bird’s sensitive skin. 
   

There are 170+ bird species that call Georgian Bay Biosphere home. Some birds are in the 

Biosphere all year, some migrate through, and some visit in the summer to raise their young. 

Of these birds, 18 are species at risk, which means their population has declined over time. 

Have you seen any of these birds at risk in GBBR? Record your sightings at gbbr.ca.  

#1 Ospreys of Georgian Bay  

The Osprey is one of the ‘good news stories’ on Georgian Bay. 

Similar to the Bald Eagle, their numbers were in serious decline 

in the 1970’s. The reasons for this include pesticide use, heavy 

metal contaminants, illegal shooting, accidental trapping 

and collisions with electrical lines.  

 

Osprey populations are on the rise in the Georgian Bay 

Biosphere. Nest building programs by conservation groups 

and increased awareness of pesticides has given this species 

another chance.   

 

Watch and enjoy the Osprey Family Life on Georgian Bay 

produced by the Georgian Bay Osprey Society. Watch these 

birds of prey as a camera, high above their nest, reveals 

facets of their private lives rarely seen by human eyes.  T. Krug 

K. Otterbein T. Krug E. Meleg 

Bald Eagle Red Headed Woodpecker Canada Warbler  Eastern Wood-Peewee 



#2 Build a Bird Wheel  

Each Kids in the Biosphere Activity Kit contains 3 sheets to help you build a bird wheel, a fun 

tool to help recognize a few feathered friends. All you need is glue and scissors!  
   

1. Cut out the top and bottom of the bird wheel along the bold 

outer lines. 

2. Cut out and glue down each bird illustration (except the 

Peregrine Falcon) into one of the spaces on the bottom 

wheel. 

3. Glue the name tag for each bird underneath its picture. 

4. Put the wheels together, face up, with the top wheel (circle 

with the cut-out) on top. 

5. Push the brad through the center of the two wheels, and push 

the ends of the brad back to secure it. 

6. Place the Peregrine Falcon, with its name tag, on the front wheel in the space provided. 

7. Write your name on the top wheel. Your bird wheel is ready! 
   

Ready to learn more bird species? Check out the Peterson Birds Field Guide or the Cornell 

Lab or Ornithology for online resources, books, or even download the app to your phone!  
  

Pop Quiz! Two bird species on your bird wheel are extremely unlikely to be in the GBBR, can 

you determine which ones? 
   

1. ____________________________________________  2. _______________________________________ 

Answer: Canary-Winged Parakeets are tropical birds, only in the GBBR as pets! Brown Pelicans live further south, it would only be 

in the GBBR if a hurricane blew one off course. Barn Owls and Peregrine Falcons are uncommon in the GBBR, but aren't far away!  

Nature Watch 

#3. Bird Nest Challenge  

Bird’s nests come in a variety of shapes and sizes. Some birds don’t build nests at all, but use 

the old nests of other birds. Some birds nest on the ground, but they’re vulnerable to 

predators. Many birds build their nests high in trees, or in fallen trees in the forest, or in bushes 

or a clump of grass. Some build homes high on rocky cliffs, where predators can’t climb.  
   

Challenge your friends and family to the Nesting Game! 
   

1. Individually or in teams, find somewhere to build a 

nest. Choose a location that offers protection and 

camouflage from predators.  

2. Build your nests in the chosen place using only the 

materials available to a bird: grass, twigs, leaves, 

mud, feathers, pine needles, weeds, and even 

human trash (e.g., string or yarn). How well hidden is 

your nest? Is it camouflaged?  

3. When the nests are built, everyone becomes a 

predator! Try to find each others’ nests.  

4. If your nest is found easily, you may want to try again 

to make it more difficult!  

Don’t confuse a bird nest with a 

squirrel’s summer home, called a 

drey! Dreys are messy looking, 

mostly made of leaves, and are 

near tree’s trunk, out of the wind. 


