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Our Goals

Our Vision 
To inspire highly collaborative partnerships for 

learning and action, which enhance our collective 

capacity to sustain the life and spirit of Georgian Bay.

Our Mission 
To nurture a balance between humans and nature 

in the Georgian Bay Biosphere region.

FOR CONSERVATION, we will bridge communities of interest to build more focused and effective 

knowledge-based strategies for biodiversity protection, ecosystem resilience, and climate adaptation.

FOR CULTURE, we will honour Treaties made and walk a path of respect and learning with all 

Indigenous peoples to reconcile with the land and with each other.

FOR EDUCATION, we will leverage GBB resources to increase ecological literacy, citizen science, 

and stewardship activities in our communities.

FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT, we will increase the capacity, knowledge, networks, and 

resources needed to create a sustainable region in eastern Georgian Bay.

Our Values
We respect all life and all perspectives. We value 

knowledge-based learning that is sensitive to local 

context. We strive for inclusion, compassion and 

curiosity. We model innovation, adaptation, and 

learning by doing. We are rooted in a sense of place 

and responsibility to future generations.

Cultural, racial, linguistic, economic, religious, and 

social diversity should be respected and reflected 

throughout our work. We strive to be an anti-racist 

organization and respect the many intersections 

of human experience. We aim to integrate diverse 

perspectives into the work we do and consistently 

learn how to nurture an environment that is inclusive.
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A Year of Growth, A Year of Innovation
Thanks to your support, Georgian Bay Biosphere had a banner year. We launched several innovative projects and our 

work contributed more than ever to a more sustainable region. We are incredibly grateful for our many partnerships and 

networks who help us do our work. This report outlines the many successes of this year that you helped make possible!

Like you, we have a passion for Georgian Bay and want it to be healthy for generations to come. We are always working 

towards our four goals in the areas of conservation, education, culture, and sustainability to help make this a reality.

In the fall the Georgian Bay Anishinaabek Youth, supported by the Biosphere, built a wiigwaas jiimaan (birch bark canoe) 

with hundreds of people in Parry Sound. It was a privilege to witness the group effort that brought together families and 

community members of all ages. Miigwech (thank you) for empowering local youth and celebrating ancestral knowledge 

and teachings.

We also launched several innovative regional projects with your support. We began an ambitious four-year biodiversity 

protection project. The Biosphere will work with partners to address over 40 species at risk with science-based 

management, Indigenous knowledge, and strategies to reduce threats. Also coordinated by the Biosphere is the 

Integrated Community Energy and Climate Action Plan (ICECAP) project. ICECAP is a way for area municipalities and 

First Nations to understand their greenhouse gas emissions, set targets to reduce them, and implement plans for action.

We are truly proud of all the work that we did and the impacts that it will have in the region for years to come. Without 

you, none of this would be possible. Our sincere thanks for all that you do to protect Georgian Bay!

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

Greg Mason, MES                                      
General Manager                                            

Rebecca Pollock, PhD                                      
Executive Director                                            

Ron Chase
President
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Sharing Information & Knowledge

Working Together for Biodiversity 

On November 19, 2019 we held our first State of the Bay Conference in 

Parry Sound.  Over 100 participants heard the latest research and monitoring 

findings on eastern Georgian Bay water quality, lower food web, and fish 

communities. They also learned about how climate change is impacting 

water quality and ecosystems and how nutrient levels are changing in 

offshore environments. Participants had the opportunity to ask questions and 

have their voices heard during the three breakout sessions throughout the 

day. Attendees heard from knowledgeable presenters representing various 

government agencies, First Nations, and local environmental organizations.  

The conference helped to inform the public and partners on the current status 

of research and monitoring in Georgian Bay and elicited input on research 

and monitoring priorities moving forward.

In September 2019 eastern Georgian Bay was named one of 15 “Community 

Nominated Priority Places” in Canada by the federal government. The 

Biosphere is leading the four-year project with our co-applicants Georgian 

Bay Land Trust, Magnetawan First Nation, and Shawanaga First Nation. 

Dozens of other partners will be involved in the delivery of the project. This 

is a biodiversity protection project that will accelerate our collective capacity 

to address threats to species at risk with better planning and policy tools, 

science-based management, and strategies to reduce the threats to these 

species. The project will result in more effective landscape governance for 

these species, and help mitigate the impacts of climate change. 

CONSERVATION 
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Wiigwaas Jiimaanke Learning Anishinaabemowin 
Together

In October 2019 the Georgian Bay Anishinaabek 

Youth (GBAY) led a wiigwaas jiimaanke (birch bark 

canoe build) in Parry Sound. The focus of the build 

was to revitalize and celebrate cultural knowledge, 

teachings, and practice of building a wiigwaas jiimaan 

with the support of the Georgian Bay Biosphere.

Participants were guided by the expertise of an 

Anishinaabek canoe building team that came from 

all parts of the Great Lakes. With community support 

and the dedication of 850+ participants, in 19 days 

the jiimaan was built with all natural materials 

harvested locally. She was named Oshkinigig and 

launched in a ceremony led by Zahgausgai, John 

Rice, from Wasauksing First Nation and member 

of the bear clan. Oshkinigig’s name can be loosely 

translated to mean “The New Ones”. It tells the 

story of strong and resilient young Anishinaabek 

persevering to learn their ancestral ways. 

GBAY and the Biosphere are the care-takers for 

Oshkinigig. Jiimaanan (canoes) are meant to be 

paddled. Paddling is the best way to take care of 

Oshkinigig as water hydrates the bark and keeps it 

from cracking.

The Georgian Bay Biosphere is located on 

Anishinaabek territory. Indigenous peoples in the area 

are of Ojibway, Chippewa, Odawa, and Pottawatomi 

lineage who are united by a common language, 

kinship, and clan memberships. 

By learning Anishinaabemowin (Ojibwe language), 

we are connecting with the original language of 

the Biosphere and respecting Anishinabek culture. 

Mowin Mondays was created as an opportunity to 

learn with our 5,000+ social media followers. Mowin 

Mondays began in the winter as a weekly series on 

our Facebook page that features Anishinaabemowin 

words and their English translation. Created by 

Indigenous Youth Assistant Dawson Bloor, each 

Mowin Monday features Anishinaabemowin words 

that share a common theme. Together each week, we 

learn things like tree names, food, winter activities, 

and common phrases. Miigwech (thank you) for 

learning the Indigenous language with us from where 

we live and work. 

CULTURE
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Planting Pollinator Gardens

Launching a Regional Climate Action Plan

There are many contributing factors to monarch butterfly population declines. Locally, 

monarchs face natural predation, disease, and parasites, as well as other human-caused 

threats such as pesticide and herbicide use, development, and roadside mowing and spraying. 

Some area municipalities are taking a pledge to protect monarch habitat by creating 

“Monarch Watch Waystations.” Georgian Bay Biosphere worked with partners to create 

17 pollinator habitat gardens throughout the region plus shoreline buffer areas to support 

biodiversity. Susan Murphy, Carling Township Councillor fully supports the efforts: “We 

worked with Biosphere staff to create a Pollinator Garden in 2019. Doing what we can to help monarch butterflies 

and other species is extremely important. If everyone can just do one thing, it will go a long way.”

The pollinator gardens use flowers and plants that are native to eastern Georgian Bay. Native plants conserve important 

natural habitats, are low maintenance, and provide food and shelter for a variety of local wildlife, including pollinators. 

In 2019, all area councils were invited to participate in the Integrated Community Energy and Climate Action Plan 

(ICECAP) project. 

Coordinated by the Biosphere, ICECAP is a unique regional model that provides the support that area councils and 

communities need to progress toward a new energy future. ICECAP’s objectives are to encourage the reduction of 

greenhouse gas emissions, improve energy efficiency, reduce the use of fossil fuels, and adapt to changing climate 

by building greater resilience.  

By winter 2020 five townships within the region had signed a resolution with the Biosphere: Township of Georgian 

Bay, Township of the Archipelago, Township of Carling, Town of Parry Sound, and Seguin Township. All area councils 

were invited to join the regional initiative, along with area First Nations. 

ICECAP is a way for all area municipalities and First Nations to understand their greenhouse gas emissions, set 

targets to reduce them, and implement plans for action in the future. 
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EDUCATION

Connecting Youth & Nature

You’re Invited to a Biosphere Walk

We believe that connecting children to nature is 

the key to developing a stewardship ethic for this 

place and the planet. Environmental education is 

at the core of our work, and 2020 saw us mark the 

10th anniversary of our “Lessons-in-a-Backpack” 

program that develops ecological literacy for 

children and educators. We offer 30 curriculum 

based lessons for grades 1 to 10 in school yards, 

outdoor classrooms, and on walking field trips. 

In 2019, the Lessons-in-a-Backpack program 

received funding that allowed us to be able to 

reach hundreds more students in schools while 

developing new lessons based on popular topics 

and requests! 

Our lessons teach about flora, fauna, and sustainable living, reflecting the uniqueness of the Biosphere region. Favourites 

are “Life Under a Log”, “Bugs in the Mud”, “If Teeth Could Talk”, and “Pollination Power.” While our team teaches about 

1,000 students in 14 schools each year, the online lessons have been downloaded over 50,000 times. 

We continued to expand our locations, topics, and dates for our popular Biosphere Walks. These guided walks are an 

inclusive, low-impact, and free activity! From April 2019 to March 2020 we offered 26 Biosphere Walks with over 100 

people participating. Youth, families, seniors, and people with limited mobility are all invited to experience the outdoors 

and learn about the environment. Through Biosphere Walks we are able to increase environmental knowledge, and 

foster ecological responsibility.

Walk topics change seasonally: birds, reptiles, plants, culture, history, ‘Walk & Waggle’ dog friendly hikes, snowshoe 

events, and more! Special guests occasionally co-lead a Biosphere Walk. Each walk highlights the significance of 

this unique part of Ontario to inspire and connect the community and visitors to their natural, cultural, and heritage 

surroundings.
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Designated by UNESCO in 2004, the Georgian Bay 

Biosphere is one of over 660 biosphere reserves 

throughout the world and one of 18 in Canada. The 

eastern coast of Georgian Bay is also known as the 

“30,000 Islands” and is considered the world’s largest 

freshwater archipelago.

The Georgian Bay Biosphere covers 347,000 

hectares of shoreline ecosystem stretching from 

the Severn River to the French River. It contains 

over 50 species of animals and plants that are at 

risk in Canada and Ontario.

The Biosphere acknowledges the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and celebrates 

Indigenous languages within the GBB region.

Nurturing a Balance Between 
Humans and Nature

We work with over 200 partner organiza-
tions from all sectors. We call this “building 
capacity” and we see it as our essential role 
in working towards a sustainable region in 
eastern Georgian Bay.

We are 
inclusive &
innovative. 
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We translate a global vision into regional action
by creating opportunities for those that work and live here to 
benefit from a healthy environment and a more vibrant economy.

1,200 children participating in nature education 

100+ community events: workshops, films & walks 

50+ Indigenous youth engaging in land-based learning

$10,000 raised at our annual BrewHaHa fundraiser

50,000 downloads of our ‘Lessons-in-a-Backpack’ resources

20+ jobs created, some since 2008

17 habitat gardens created to support monarchs & pollinators
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Board of Directors 

David Ballentine 

Barb Wohleber 

Ed Garner

Dustin Turner

Jack Tynan 

Peter Ashmore 

Monica Moore

Glen Barnden 

Marilyn Capreol 

Erika Kramer

Enid Wray

Committees 

GOVERNANCE

Ron Chase, President 

Peter Koetsier, Treasurer 

Jess Fargher, Vice President

We are grateful for our volunteer Board of Directors who meet 

monthly to advise on and steer the goals of the organization. 

There are 11 active committees 

of the Board. Committees help 

the Board and staff carry out the 

Biosphere’s work. Committees can 

be comprised of board members, 

staff, and members of the public. 

Executive

Governance

Finance

Human Resources 

Fundraising

Stewardship

Education Advisory

Climate (ICECAP)

Sustainable Tourism

Cultural Advisory Circle

Social Enterprise 
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Our Staff Team 

Rebecca Pollock, PhD
Executive Director

Greg Mason, MES
General Manager

David Bywater, B.Env.Sc
Conservation Program Manager

Delaina Arnold, BERS
Education Program Manager

 

Katrina Krievins, MS
Conservation Program Technician

Tianna Burke, MSc
Conservation Biologist

Kyla Judge, BA
Indigenous Youth Coordinator

Laura Bonney, BERS
Tourism Product Developer 

Emara Streich
Tourism Development Coordinator

Abbey Dudas, BSc
Conservation Communications 
Coordinator
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Dawson Bloor
Indigenous Youth Assistant 

Benjamin John, MREM
Climate Change & Energy Specialist 

Laura Peddie, BA
Office Manager 

Ruth Ostrom, BA
Bookkeeper 

Mackenzie Ruffo
Biosphere Interpretive Guide

Sarah Volkey
Biosphere Interpretive Guide
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Revenue
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Total

Total
Surplus/Deficit

$1,387,755

$1,284,343 
$103,412 

$646,393

$622,197
 $24,196

2020

2020

2019

2019

Conservation Government Grants

Community and Culture Government Grants

Education Government Grants

Operational Government Grants

Community & Municipal Grants

Service Provision

Donations & Memberships

Fundraising & Sponsorship

Interest

Conservation Programs

Community & Culture Programs

Education Programs

Fundraising

Administration

$566,362

$152,815

$133,377

$103,214

$147,801

$93,325

$59,571

$127,669

$3,621

$661,601

$220,534

$220,534

$94,915

$86,759

$169,714

$75,466

$89,882

-

$93,404

$95,494

$40,596

$79,949

$1,888

$306,433

$102,144

$102,144

$50,490

$60,985

FINANCIAL REPORT

41%
53%

17%

17%

7%
6%

11%10%

7%

11%

7%

4%
9%
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Current Assets

Current Liabilities

Net Assets

$712,801 

$411,981 

$712,801 

$622,197 

$101,876 

$197,408 

2020

2020

2020

2019

2019

2019

The Georgian Bay Biosphere receives no financial support from UNESCO nor does it receive operating funds from the 

federal government.

Cash

Accounts Receivable

Sales Tax Refundable

Prepaid expenses

Long-term investments – term deposits

Accounts payable and accrued liabilities

Deferred contributions

Net assets internally restricted

Unrestricted net assets

$234,673 

$358,651 

$40,047 

$1,965 

$77,465

$340,731 

$71,250

$25,778 

$275,042 

$67,288 

$75,226 

$28,632 

$2,389 

$125,749

$23,910 

$77,966 

-

$197,408 



$20 - $99
Jennifer Hoeksma

Carrie Nolan

June Quagliariello

Aaron Korbacher

Carolyn Levett

Thomas Main

Rosemarie Olver

Patricia Swann 

Laila Roffey

Lindsay Wolfson

Margie Foster

Richard McLean

Anonymous (146)

$100 - $249
Richard McLean

Kerry & AJ Mueller

Bayberry Apparel

Sarah McCoy

Michael Keith

Terry Feldman

Linda Bangay

Ian Mead

Tanya Sudy 

Enid Wray

Black Feather

Ted Charuk

Harold Plue

Pamela Gawn

Maureen Buchanen

Anonymous (76)

Thank you, Miigwech!

In Honour
The Silcox Wedding Guests

Glen Barnden

William C. McCoy Jr.

White Squall’s Contribution to the 
Georgian Bay Community

Tim & Kathy Dyer

Albert Roffey

Ailey Roberts

In Memory
Olive McLaughlin

Dr. Mark McDermott

Edward John Bartram

David Buchanan

Gordon Fox

$250 - $499
William Cooper

Jessica Silcox

Peter Koetsier

Peter Ketchum

Tom & Cathy Kavassalis

Margaret Catto

Community Business & 
Development Centre

Anonymous (12)

$500 - $999
Peter & Marla William

Anonymous (5)

$1000 - $1999
Vicki & Paul Hotte

My Gbay Store

Anonymous (7)

$2000 - $2999
Val Koziol

Anonymous (1)

$3000 - $5000
Anonymous (3)
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Our members and donors make our conservation, education, and sustainability work possible. 

Our gratitude to those who contributed between April 1, 2019 and March 31, 2020



Thank you to all individual, senior, and family Biosphere members not 
listed here. We are very grateful for your support! 

Members
18 James Street

30,000 Island Cruise Lines Inc

Bayside Inn

Bearwood Canoe Company

Billyard Insurance Group

Black Stock Financial

Blackstone Lake Association

Canadore College

Coolearth Architecture Inc.

Crane Lake Association

Crofter’s Food Ltd.

Desmasdon’s Boat Works

Diamond Waters Sailing

Ecocultures

Friends of The Massasauga Park
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Hall Construction

Hawkrigg Inc.

Healey Lake Property Owners 
Association

Humdinger Bicycle Tours

Mariner’s Cove Marina

Martin Contracting

Michael Schmitt, Royal LePage

North Bay Parry Sound District 
Health Unit

Ontario Sea Kayak Centre

Parkway Solar Energy

Parry Sound Anglers and Hunters

Payne Marine Ltd.

Point Pleasant Marina

Pointe au Baril Islanders Association

Popovich Associates

Querencia Partners

Ritchie Insurance

Sans Souci & Copperhead Association

Sound Boat Works

Team Marshall @ RE/MAX Parry 
Sound-Muskoka Realty Ltd.

Think Boyd Real Estate Team

Township of Carling

Township of Perry

West Carling Association

White Squall

Wright’s Marina
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Visit us at gbbr.ca

@GBayBiosphere

705.774.0987

info@gbbr.ca 

P.O. BOX 662 
Parry Sound, ON 
CANADA P2A 2Z1

We are very appreciative of your support of the Georgian Bay Biosphere! 

Please reach out to us if you would like to learn more about the work we do 

or if you have questions. 


