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Living Alongside Wildlife: How Do You Rate?
Topic

Best

4

Good

3

Fair2

Poor

1

Your
Rating

RESOURCES FOR WILDLIFE
1. Familiarity with local
wildlife

Strong understanding of
wildlife in the region, and
their seasonal patterns.

Good understanding of
wildlife in the region and their
seasonal patterns.

Basic familiarity with local
wildlife and their seasonal
patterns.

Development and
implementation of a wildlife
habitat plan that enhances
habitat resources tor desired
wildlife.
Plan seeks to link habitat on
property with the larger
landscape using ecological
corridors.
Trees, shrubs, and other
plants on your property
provide food tor birds,
butterflies, and other wildlife.

•

*Immediately take action to
exterminate without
sufficient knowledge.

Continually seek to learn how
you can provide habitat tor
local wildlife, especially
species at risk.
2. Wildlife habitat planning

No knowledge or
consideration for wildlife on
your property.

No formal plan exists but
property management
includes wildlife habitat
enhancement.

Property provides some
wildlife habitat that is
protected and preserved.

Property is managed with no
regard to wildlife habitat
requirements.

Birds are expected to forage
elsewhere beyond your
property.

Bird feeders are readily
accessed by other animals.

•

Property management links
habitat on property with the
larger landscape using
ecological corridors.
Bird seed is available but
other animals are kept out of
feeders. Feeders are only
used from Nov. 1 - April 1.

*These conditions may violate provincial legislation or municipal bylaws.
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RESOURCES FOR WILDLIFE
3. Providing wildlife
habitat

Extensive buffers are created
or conserved along shorelines
and the property contains
several woody and
herbaceous plant species,
offering a large range of
wildlife habitats including
coastal wetlands and vernal
pools.

Numerous buffers are created
along shorelines and the
property contains several
woody and herbaceous plant
species, offering a range of
wildlife habitats and good
water quality protection.

A few buffers are present but
contain no woody species,
offering a limited range of
wildlife habitats but some
water quality protection.

No buffers present.

Basking rocks used by
reptiles are left in place near
vegetative cover, providing
habitat tor snakes.

Natural vegetation cover is
maintained, and some rocks
are in place to provide habitat
tor snakes. Species are left
undisturbed.

Some natural vegetation is
maintained and some rocks
are in place to provide habitat
tor snakes. Species are left
undisturbed.

No natural vegetation and
rocks have been removed.

Natural bird food sources,
nest boxes, and perches are
available but not strategically
placed, and only managed tor
species that provide specific
services (e.g. fly and
mosquito control).

Natural bird food sources
such as berry bearing shrubs
are provided.

Natural bird food sources,
nest boxes, or perches are
not present.

•
•

Species and their habitat are
avoided especially in the
spring.
Natural bird food sources,
nest boxes, and perches are
placed and managed tor
species including those that
provide specific services (e.g.
fly, mosquito, or garden
insect control). They are all
more than 1.5 m (5 ft) above
the ground and nest boxes
are cleaned regularly.
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AVOID ATTRACTING WILDLIFE
4. Food and waste scraps

All food and waste (including
pet food and birdseed) is
stored indoors in rodent/bearproof containers. Recyclables
are rinsed and stored. Waste
is taken to a sanitary landfill.
Compost is properly
maintained. BBQ is cleaned
and stored in a secure area.

5. Preventing unwanted
browsing of plants

Plastic or metal mesh (e.g.
chicken wire) is not used to
cover plants as it entangles
wildlife. If necessary, plants
are covered with burlap, and
trees are protected with a
light-coloured pipe.

Garbage is temporarily stored
outside, but in rodent/bear
proof containers. Waste is
taken to a sanitary landfill.

Empty food and drink
containers are rinsed .
Garbage is stored in sealed
containers in an outbuilding.
Waste is taken to a sanitary
landfill.

Compost is improperly
maintained, or rodent/bearproof containers are not
used. Waste is improperly
disposed of.

•

No consideration given to
wildlife in attempts to protect
plants from animal browsing.

•

Pets are allowed to roam
freely outside and are
unsupervised.

•

PET MANAGEMENT
6. Controlling access

Cats are kept indoors. Dogs
are kept on a leash or in a
run . All pets have up-to-date
vaccinations.

Cats are belled and kept on a
leash. Dogs are on a rope.
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Pets are allowed outside
unleashed but are
supervised.
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Action Plan Worksheet #10
Living Alongside Wildlife

Any ratings of 1 or 2 indicate that your management of wildlife should be changed to reduce the potential for harm. Use the information from the worksheet and
the resource list to help analyze your potential problems and decide what you can do to solve or control them. Remember, this is YOUR action plan. It must suit
you and your property.
Topic Number
4

Workshop Theme
Food waste and
scraps

My Rating
2

Short-term Action
Research options for composting and bearproof storage of garbage.

f
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Long-term Action
Purchase and properly install or build a bearproof garbage container or store garbage in a
sealed container in a basement. Recyclables
are stored in a secure fashion.
Composting is carefully managed.

The Georgian Bay Mnidoo Gamii Biosphere (GBB) is a
community-based organization that builds capacity for
regional sustainability in eastern Georgian Bay.
The GBB is a non-profit registered Canadian charity
governed by a Board of Directors.

For more information, please visit:

gbbr.ca

info@gbbr.ca
705-774-0978

